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Summary of primary WGCC activities

July 05: “Yokohama Review for Europe and Central Asia – Combating sexual exploitation” Working group presentation and discussion: Cooperation and coordination at national and international level. Organised by the Council of Europe. Ljubljana. 

Aim: For the WGCC to disseminate how a regional cooperation addressing the sexual exploitation of children could be developed.


Outcome: Huge interest from participants. Council of Europe refers to the WGCC in forming expert groups on issues the WGCC works with.
September 05: 

Expert meeting: Support to Boys and Girls Leaving Institutions. Organised in cooperation with the Russian Federal Ministry of Education and Science, The Russian Federal Agency for Education and Yaroslavl Youth Information Centre. Yaroslavl, Russia.
Aim: To connect NGOs, researchers and state agencies and authorities in the region working to support boys and girls leaving care. 

Outcome: Presentations on different models shared and contacts established between the participating actors, including new contacts between NGOs and responsible ministries. 
October 05: 

Conference: Tackling Human Trafficking. Policy and Best Practices in Europe. Organised by the UK presidency in cooperation with the Nordic Baltic Task Force Against Trafficking in Human Beings. Presentation at break out session on best practices in regional cooperation. Brussels. 

Aim: Influencing the agenda in order for the specific concerns for children were addressed in EU communications. 

Outcome: The regional work against trafficking in children is well known in the EU countries.
October 05: 

Meeting: WGCC. Tallinn.

Aim: Planning the follow up of the minister’s meeting in May 2005

Outcome: Decision to address the incoming Swedish presidency of the CBSS asking them to facilitate the organisation of a conference on Children’s Rights in Institutional Care.

December 05: 

Conference: “About the actions which are taken by the state, international and non-governmental organizations to prevent child trafficking.” Key note address. Organised by the NGO Stellit. St Petersburg, Russia.

Aim: Address St Petersburg committees regarding the regional work on trafficking in children.

Outcome: Strong support for the inclusion of staff from St Petersburg transit institutions in the upcoming regional training.

January 06: 

Meeting: WGCC presentation at the meeting of the Council of Senior Officials, CSO. Reykjavik. 

Aim: Ensuring continued support from the Council of Senior Officials for the work of the WGCC with a special emphasis on the plans for the conference on the Rights of Children in Institutions. 

Outcome: Strong and unanimous support of the CSO expressed. 

February 06: 

1st Steering group meeting for the EU funded programme on Comprehensive Assistance to Children Victims of Trafficking. Tartu, Estonia. 

Aim: Steering group of the project to take full joint ownership of the implementation and the planning of the individual training sessions.

Outcome: A plan for the training developed in order for it to be communicated with actors in the region.
March 06:

National Coordinators’ meeting on updating the publication tool for the website. Vilnius.

Aim: The National Coordinators should be well acquainted with the too for publishing reports and programme descriptions on the web site.

Outcome: More publications on the site and an increase in the number of visitors to the site by 30% as compared with last year’s figures.
March 06:

3rd Meeting of the National Contact Points on Unaccompanied and Trafficked Children together with National Coordinators. Organised in cooperation with the Lithuanian Ministry of the Interior. Vilnius. 
Aim: The meeting had three aims: 

1) to comprehensively describe the upcoming training of professionals on care, protection and rehabilitation of children victims of trafficking and the mapping of all cases of trafficking of children in the region.

2) to give a comprehensive overview of all actions in the region related to the trafficking of children, both those implemented by state actors and those implemented by NGOs

3) to give the network of National Contact Points and opportunity to discuss how to further improve the functions of the network

Outcome: The networks of NCPs are well informed and can with confidence contact the experts trained within the training. The cooperation between the NCPs has been further improved.
March 06:

Meeting with Nordic Council of Ministers representatives on trafficking and on children at risk. Copenhagen.

Aim: Making cooperation with the Nordic Council of Ministers smooth and efficient and ensuring full transparency regarding projects implemented by the WGCC

Outcome: Agreement to meet each year to share practices and programmes. Sharing plans for the training of experts in the region and also enabling the WGCC to make use of the NCM offices in the region.
April 06:

Conference: Online Victimisation. Organised by International Centre for Missing and Exploited Children and the Internet Hotline Association in Europe. Moderating the morning session. Vilnius.
Aim: Show the link between offline abuse and online abuse to representatives of the ISP industry and the police. Describe the work of the WGCC and its network on abused and exploited children in the region.

Outcome: The regional cooperation on children at risk continuously invited to present the work of the WGCC and to develop ideas on how children can be protected off-line as well as on-line.

April 06: 

Conference: Protection of the Rights of Children. Focus on Children at Risk. Organised in cooperation with the Romanian embassy to Stockholm and the EU representation to Stockholm. Stockholm.

Aim: Improved cooperation between the embassies in Stockholm with the Secretariat of the CBSS. Dissemination of the plans of the WGCC to improve the situation for children in institutions.

Outcome: Contacts with the Black Sea Economic Cooperation and its secretariat on regional cooperation on children at risk.

May 06:

Meeting: WGCC and CSO. Reykjavik.

Aim: Joint meeting of the CSO and the WGCC on all issues in the cooperation.

Outcome: The CSO visited the Barnahus and were given a hands-on demonstration on how the regional cooperation works in practice.

May 06:

Expert meeting: Child Friendly Forensic Investigations. Organised in cooperation with the Icelandic Ministry of Social Affairs and the Icelandic Agency for Child Protection. Reykjavik. 
Aim: Exchange of best practices in the region on how to perform child friendly forensic investigations and how to conduct interviews with children where there are suspicions of sexual abuse. 

Outcome: Full report from the meeting including presentations and discussions published and posted on the web site.

May 06: 

Conference: “Children’s rights: Psychosocial help to children families and communities”. Keynote address. Organised by the Lithuanian Child Ombudsman. Vilnius. 

Aim: For Lithuanian professionals a description of the work done by the WGCC

Outcome: 150 professionals in Lithuania aware of the work of the WGCC and how they may connect to the cooperation.

May 06:

Expert meeting: Support to children victimised in Internet based settings. Organised in cooperation with Swedish Children’s Welfare Foundation. Sätra Bruk, Sweden.

Aim: To bring together experts from the whole world in order to identify gaps in knowledge when assisting children victims of online sexual abuse.

Outcome: Full report from the meeting including presentations and discussions published by November 2006.
June 06:

Conference: Support to children victimised through the Internet. Organised in cooperation with the Swedish Children’s Welfare Foundation and the Stockholm county council training division. Stockholm.

Aim: Reaching child- and adolescent professionals in Sweden with new knowledge on how to support children suffering from the effects of online sexual victimisation.

Outcome: 70 persons working professionally with children attended the conference.

June 06:

Conference: Regional Cooperation to Combat Trafficking in Human Beings. Moderating the morning session. Organised by the Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs and the Nordic Baltic Task Force Against Trafficking in Human Beings. Stockholm. 
Aim: Including the child perspective in a conference where most participants addresses the trafficking of adults.

Outcome: A further interest in the work of the WGCC and established contacts with OAS (Organisation of American States) work against trafficking and with the BSEC (Black Sea Economic Cooperation). 
Introduction

The Working Group for Co-operation on Children at Risk, WGCC, was established as a permanent Working Group within the CBSS structure in January 2002. The Children’s Unit has been operational since June of the same year. The WGCC has continuously developed activities within its competence and within the terms of reference agreed on at the time of constituting the group. All activities and information focus on children at risk. This is a broad concept, but in the mandate of the WGCC has been interpreted so as to include children at risk being children whose rights are not adequately respected and where the immediate adult world do not manage to secure the safety and/or the wellbeing of the child or young person. Recognising that the competence of the responsible ministries in the sphere of children at risk is high, the WGCC aims to increase the inter-regional dissemination of best practices in the field of legal, social and psychological support to the group of children. The diverse competencies of the different responsible ministries and the added expertise of government agencies, research institutions and Non-Governmental Organisations, enables the cooperation on children at risk to channel the resources available to areas identified where the cooperation may make a true difference on the ground. The cooperation also plays an important role as an interface between the groups mentioned. 
At the meeting in Vilnius in January 2002, the WGCC adopted its terms of reference in which the development of a yearly report was one part. The development and agreement on a priority paper was another and the development of an activity plan for the year was the third.

The quality of the lives of boys and girls in the countries in the Baltic Sea Region on the whole is rising but some children and young persons will not be part of this as their possibilities of a dignified life is impeded by exposure to sexual abuse, exploitation and violence. All countries in the Baltic Sea Region face the important and challenging task of ensuring the best possible care and rehabilitation to children that have been sexually abused, physically violated or exploited in any way. Difficult as it is for professionals assisting children, improved sharing of expertise and increased exchange of knowledge means that more children will benefit from adequate assistance. To do this, networks of professionals need to be built and maintained since these are powerful countermeasures when we as a region move towards creating societies where no child is left out. The goal of the cooperation on children at risk is to fully implement the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child where every boy and every girl has a right to be heard and where every child, no matter what her or his experiences are, has a right to develop in accordance to her or his potential.

The Working Group for Co-operation on Children at Risk                                    2005 - 2006
Members of the working group for Co-operation on Children at Risk has been:

Chair 
Lithuania 

Ms Audra Mikalauskaite, Head of Children and Youth Division, Ministry of Social Security and Labour. 
Vice Chair 
Norway

Mr Björn Bredesen, Deputy Director General, Ministry of Children and Equality.
Denmark
Ms Lise Færch, Director of UFC Bœrn og Familier
Estonia
Ms Monika Luik, Adviser, Department of Social Welfare, Ministry of Social Affairs. (Until April 2006)
Ms Anniki Tikerpuu, Adviser, Department of Social Welfare, Ministry of Social Affairs. (From May 2006) 
Finland 

Ms Anne Hujala, Senior Adviser, Ministry of Social Affairs and Health 

Germany 

Mr Karl-Heinz Struzyna, Senior Principal, Federal Ministry of Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth.

Iceland 
Mr Bragi Gudbrandsson, General Director, The Government Agency for Child Protection.
Latvia

(Contact person: Mr Lauris Neikens, Ministry of Children and Family Affairs)
Poland

Ms Magdalena Wantola Szumera, Head of Unit, Department of Education. Ministry for Education and Sports.

Russian Federation

Mr Igor Belyak, Ministry for Education and Science
Sweden

Ms Jessica Lundahl, Deputy Director, Ministry of Health and Social Affairs. (Until October 2005)
Ms Agneta Björklund, Senior Administrative Officer, Ministry of Health and Social Affairs. (From November 2005)

Meetings of the WGCC

The WGCC has had two meetings during the year: 

Tallinn October 2005. At the meeting in Tallinn the WGCC elaborated the conclusions from the ministerial meeting in May 2005. The development of actions in the field of children in residential care was carefully discussed and focus was decided upon. Part of this discussion was naturally informed by the expert meeting held in Yaroslavl in September 2005 in which the experts had unanimously encouraged the WGCC to develop cooperation with and between the national monitoring mechanisms in the member countries. Another aspect discussed was how the cooperation could best support increasing the quality in existing institutions. 
Reykjavik, May 2006: The meeting, hosted jointly by the Ministry of Social Affairs of Iceland and the Government Agency for Child Protection took place parallel to the CSO-meeting. Half a day was spent in joint discussions with the CSO further elaborating and discussing the planned conference on children in institutions planned to be held in Sweden during the Swedish presidency of the CBSS. The joint meeting included a study visit to the Barnahus in Reykjavik. The Barnahus is the first European programme where the abused child will be seen by the specialists in one place, enabling the professionals to cooperate closely so as to avoid the duplication of interviews and examinations so common in cases where children become victims of crimes. The WGCC meeting was also placed back to back with the expert meeting where National Coordinators in the cooperation and experts on child friendly investigations met to discuss where the different countries are in relation to this and also how the contacts in the region and beyond could be enhanced and used in order to develop and maintain the quality of work developed in this field. The expert meeting was hosted by the Icelandic Government Agency for Child Protection and followed the priority of the Icelandic presidency to the CBSS. 
Reports from the meetings of the WGCC are published on the Childcentre web site and are available at

http://childcentre.baltinfo.org/archive/workinggro
Budget

The Children’s Unit is financed by voluntary contributions from the member states. During 2005 all member countries except Russia and Latvia contributed to the budget. Norway made extra contributions to follow up on the Expert meeting on Care, Support and Rehabilitation of Children that have been trafficked or are unaccompanied. Norway also made extra contribution during the spring of 2006 to follow up on the conclusions from the ministerial meeting. The present budget allows for only one person to work at the Children’s Unit. The difficulty in maintaining a smooth and efficient unit with only one person employed is self evident and the WGCC has started the discussions on how to make room for additional staff. 
Staff of the Children’s Unit

Mr Lars Lööf has during the year worked as Head of the Children’s Unit. For two months during the year, one intern, Mr Ulf Flink from Sweden, has assisted the Children’s Unit. 
Priority Paper

The Priority Paper for the WGCC was adopted after the Helsinki meeting in September 2002 and was developed and amended in Copenhagen in October 2003. The priority paper is one tool in communicating the mandate of the WGCC to both external stakeholders and other organisations. 

For full text version of the priority paper please go to

http://childcentre.baltinfo.org/archive/workinggro/ifid2552.html 

Activity Plan

The Activity Plan for the work of the WGCC is a working tool where different activities that the WGCC strive to implement are noted together with responsibility to make the planned intervention or activity happen, the timeframe and the timing of the evaluation. The plan also includes references to responsible partners and funding. The activity plan is posted on the Internet. 

https://www.cbss.st/childcentre_secure/archive/workinggro/2006/ 
Evaluating the WGCC activities following the Activity Plan 05 – 06
At the WGCC meeting in Reykjavik the activities during the year was evaluated using the Activity Plan as a template. The WGCC noted with satisfaction that the activities planned for the year had been followed. Two major exceptions to this was noted however: The plan was to add legislation and praxis on children in the street to the Childcentre website. This has not happened due to the difficulty in finding the legislation in English and due to the fact that most National Coordinators have not had the time to look for the legislation. The development of prevention points from the research has not come about since the research is slightly behind schedule and is now in its final phase of drafting the regional publication. The WGCC finds the Activity Plan a useful tool able to use both in communicating what the WGCC plans to do and also how the priorities set for the cooperation may be translated into concrete actions. 
Childcentre web site

http://childcentre.info 
The website has during the past year seen a substantial increase in visitors. The number of visitors to the site has increased on a monthly basis with as much as 25 %. During the year, the Childcentre web site has introduced two major additions. The tool for self-registration of organisations working within the priority areas has meant that more organisations are now present on the site. An agreement with the Swedish information experts at Glykol has also meant a change and a drastic qualitative improvement of the information content on the site. The entire region is now both manually and automatically screened for publications in English on the priority areas. The name and contact details of the National Co-ordinators are posted on the site in order for them to be accessible for professionals, organisations and researchers. http://childcentre.baltinfo.org/nationalco/. Some NCs have actively involved new users into the secure area. The secure area is a forum where professionals working in the different prioritised areas in the co-operation may discuss relevant issues in a cost-effective way. Most of the forums are kept in English but national discussion forums have been added where professionals from the same country may use their mother tongue to discuss national issues. Some new areas of interest to professionals in the region have been added as discussion forums. The site can easily handle forums accessed by only a few of the registered users and is thus possible to use both for smaller groups that want to discuss a specific topic and for groups involving all the registered users. The number of registered users varies very much between the countries. In total, the secure part of the site is reached and used by approximately 225 different professionals in the region. The discussion forum allows for continuous exchange of ideas, new reports, and requests for assistance and active search for partners in different programme endeavours. The secure part also holds an archive. 

The secure part of the site is reached via a simple log on procedure. This makes the secure part more accessible for the users and also enables the Children’s Unit to add new users with no additional cost. The lessened security is met by a heightened awareness from the users on what could be posted on the site and in the discussion forum. The Children’s Unit also intends to review how the change works in relation to the goals for the co-operation set out by the WGCC. 

The web site is continuously evaluated by the WGCC at each meeting, where the statistics available are analysed and discussed. A new web based form for registering organisations, both public and NGOs working to assist children in difficult circumstances will soon be introduced and used. The part of the site where NGOs, especially local NGOs introduce themselves is one of the most asked for services of the site. 
National Co-ordinators
The National Co-ordinators, the NCs, are the backbone in the co-operation on Children at Risk. Each NC is appointed by the ministry responsible for children’s issues in the country and is given the authority to approve the connection of new users to the secure part of the web site. The NC is also responsible for posting reports, research and events. The Childcentre website focuses on publishing material in English, even though the site makes room for publications in the different languages spoken in the cooperation. The NC can in this way serve the professional community in his or her country also with important publications and materials that would otherwise go unnoticed. Other tasks of the NCs are numerous. They are the first point of contact for the WGCC when organising events, conferences, meetings and expert meetings. They are also the node for the cooperation on the whole and are kept continuously updated on the plans for the cooperation. When the WGCC decides to focus on a topic the NCs are regularly contacted in order to find relevant experts in their country on the specific issue and they suggest experts and participants for the expert meetings. In the countries that have had difficulties in appointing an NC it has been difficult for the cooperation to include experts from that specific country in meetings and events. A major task for the WGCC during the year has therefore been to support the national ministries in their efforts in identifying the most appropriate organisation to carry out this important task. During the year NCs have for part of the year or the whole year not been in place in Finland, Latvia and Russia. Finland and Russia have recently appointed their NCs and the WGCC is, through the Head of the Children’s Unit in constant contact with the newly appointed NCs in order to support them in their tasks. 

As of July 2006 the appointed National Coordinators are: 

Denmark 







National Co-ordinator: Ms Anne Melchior, UFC Bœrn og Unge, National Development and Informationcentre for Children and Youth
Estonia 







National Co-ordinator: Ms Ruth Soonets, Tarttu Child Support Centre 

Finland







National Co-ordinator: Mr Heikki Sariola, National League of Child Welfare
Germany 







National Co-ordinator: Ms Sabine Herzig, DJI - Deutsches Jugend Institut. (New) 
Iceland







National Co-ordinator: Mr Bragi Gudbrandsson, The Government Agency for Child Protection. 

Latvia








National Co-ordinator: Not appointed
Lithuania







National Co-ordinator: Mr Evaldas Karmaza, NGO Child House, Vilnius

Norway







National Co-ordinator: Mr Svein Mossige, NOVA – Norwegian Social Research. 
Poland







National Co-ordinator: Ms Maria Keller Hamela, Nobody’s Children Foundation 

Russian Federation






National Co-ordinator: Mr Vassili Yermoloff, Yaroslavl Youth Information Centre

Sweden







National Co-ordinator: Ms Ingrid Åkerman, National Board of Health and Welfare

Meetings of the National Co-ordinators 

The overarching goal of the co-operation is that professionals, wherever they are in the region, shall have access to the best available knowledge on rehabilitation, research and education on children at risk of sexual abuse, violence and exploitation. The Childcentre web site works as the hub of this co-operation and this hub is fuelled by the participating professional’s dedication and willingness to share their respective findings from their fields of expertise. 

Personal meetings are needed as an addition to the online activity. Conferences on the issue of children and violence and how to assist them is one way of making networks of professionals continue to function. The web site of the Childcentre forms a basis for continuing discussions and ventilating ideas sprung out of meetings and conferences. The offline meetings are a prerequisite for the online activities to develop and flourish. In the budget of the Children’s Unit a sum is set aside to be able to finance one meeting of the group of National Co-ordinators and representatives of the Competence Centres. The National Coordinators have been gathered on three occasions during the year: At the expert meeting in Yaroslavl on support to boys and girls leaving institutions, at the meeting of National Coordinators held back to back with the 3rd meeting of National Contact Points and National Coordinators in Vilnius and at the expert meeting on Child Friendly Forensic Investigations in Reykjavik. 
Competence Centres
Since the start of the cooperation on Children at Risk, special status in the cooperation has been given to organisations, public or non-governmental, that give direct services to boys and girls that have been sexually abused or in other ways violated or exploited. These organisations were initially only one per member country but have in recent years grown. As the work of the WGCC has developed the role of the competence centres have become less prominent, and the work to include professionals and experts from various fields of expertise have been more emphasised. The competence centres however is one important resource in the cooperation. 
Cooperation and Coordination with other initiatives

In accordance with the WGCC priority paper, the work of the WGCC is streamlined with other regional, European and international initiatives and programmes. This so that we do not duplicate work already being done, but rather benefit from the synergy effects that may come out of transparency and cooperation. Different organisations have different emphasis in their work and to update the WGCC knowledge on where the other organisations, especially other regional and European organisations put their weight is vital to maintain a cost effective and streamlined operation. 
The Nordic Council of Ministers

The Nordic Council of Ministers is obviously an important organisation for the WGCC to cooperate with in all priority areas. The NCM neighbourhood programme is presently transformed and an emphasis will be put on programme work in North Western Russia. During the year, the contacts with the Nordic Council of Ministers have continued and developed. Meetings with the NCM departments working on fighting trafficking as well as the department continuing the work with the neighbouring countries have been held. The office of the NCM in Riga, for example, volunteered to host the meeting with NGOs when the training programme, BSR CACVT was presented in June 2006. 
The Council of Europe

The WGCC was well represented at the “Yokohama Review”-meeting, organised by The Council of Europe. WGCC and the established cooperation on children at risk was presented at a break out session at this important event. 
The Council of Europe Recommendation (2005:5) “The Rights of Children in Institutional Care” is one of the international instruments that the WGCC looks at when planning the future work on developing the rights of children in institutions. The WGCC is also represented at the meetings of the expert group on the possible development of a new convention to further the protection of children from sexual abuse and exploitation. 
EU cooperation

As of February 1st 2006, the WGCC implements an EU funded programme: Baltic Sea Region Comprehensive Assistance to Children Victims of Trafficking, the BSR CACVT. The programme is funded by the Daphne programme, the Oak Foundation and Save the Children Sweden. Through the programme it is possible to establish training for professionals in the region working to assist children that have been trafficked or that are unaccompanied. The programme will also include a documentation of cases of trafficking in the region in order to base new practices on the gathered experiences. The participation in the EU programme also opens up for extended networking with NGOs and agencies in Europe working on supporting children exposed to violence.
International Organisation for Migration

The IOM is an important organisation in some countries when it comes to implementing projects and programmes related to trafficking in human beings. In some countries the IOM office also ensures that victims of trafficking receives proper support. The regional office of IOM in Helsinki is kept updated on the developments in common areas of interest and the field offices in Vilnius, Kiev, Moscow and Minsk have been visited and informed about how they may interface with WGCC activities.
UNICEF

During the year the WGCC has developed and intensified its contacts with UNICEF. In some member countries and in some countries that participate in parts of the cooperation UNICEF runs programmes. Meetings in Moscow, Kiev and Minsk with the UNICEF representatives have opened up new areas of cooperation and mutual information. The Geneva office of UNICEF, notably its department of Central and Eastern Europe is kept as a speaking partner in developing WGCC activities regarding children in residential care. 
NGO cooperation

One of the most distinct features of the WGCC work is the close and seamless cooperation with NGOs. The cooperation has constant working contacts with both big international NGOs and with small local organisations. The benefit for the NGOs to use time and energy to cooperate with the WGCC lies in the possibility of gaining access to representatives from the ministries responsible for children’s issues as well as the widened network of NGOs and agencies that are part of the cooperation. Many of the Competence Centres that are part of the cooperation are NGOs and some National Coordinators are based in an NGO.
On a more regular basis, the WGCC has regular contacts with both ECPAT and with Save the Children Alliance. In both of these international children’s charities, the WGCC through the Head of children’s unit is represented as expert in their expert groups on issues that are close to the work of the WGCC. The expert group for the present ECPAT project looking at multi stakeholder training for staff that comes in contact with children that have been trafficked and the steering group in Save the Children’s new project assisting boys and girls without documents in a country other than their own are examples of extended cooperation. The WGCC is also regularly called upon to moderate or chair meetings on the topic of online abuse of children.
The WGCC has regular contacts and consultations with the World Childhood Foundation and the Oak Foundation.
Other organisations

The Black Sea Economic Cooperation has visited the secretariat of the CBSS and shown a substantial interest in sharing more of the experiences the cooperation has had when working with children at risk on a regional level. Not only do the two regional organisations share one member country, Russia, but Ukraine as observer country to the CBSS and involved in the practical implementation of the programme on Unaccompanied and trafficked children is also an active member of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation. 
Activities out of the priorities set for the co-operation

A: The protection of children from all forms of sexual exploitation, abuse and trafficking

The Baltic Sea Regional Study on Adolescent Sexuality
The network of researchers from seven different countries: Estonia, Iceland, Lithuania, Norway, Poland, Russia and Sweden that have all implemented a common study in their respective countries have continued their cooperation. The co-ordination of the project is appointed to one institute, NOVA, Norwegian Institute for Social Research, in Oslo, where senior researcher/associate professor Svein Mossige, is project co-ordinator. The project is connected to one research institute in each of the participating countries with the responsibility of implementing the study in that country. 

During the year the group coordinating the research has met twice: One meeting in Stockholm in December 2005 and one meeting in Tallinn in June 2006. After the Stockholm meeting a statistician was commissioned to do an analysis of the data coming out of the study. These data sets were then sent on to the research teams in order for these to comment on them. These comments will, together with a regional analysis, form the basis of the regional publication of the study. The countries that will contribute to the study are Estonia, Russia, Lithuania, Poland, Norway and Sweden. Due to the fact that the Icelandic study has been conducted in a different way from the others, with some of the questions posed in a different way, it is presently unclear if the Icelandic data can be included in the study. In total the regional research has collected data from approximately 20 000 young persons in the region, creating the biggest existing database on sensitive issues relating to sexual abuse, commercial sex and experiences and attitudes in relation to these. The ages of the respondents are around 18. 

Child Pornography on the Internet and dangers to children related to new techniques

The WGCC has via the Head of Unit kept a continuing strong working relationship with emerging research and practice development regarding children that have been abused or exploited on the Internet. The WGCC focus is to make certain that the clinical implications for child practitioners follow the developments of police actions and industry activity. Through cooperation with the Swedish Children’s Welfare Foundation, the WGCC organised an expert meeting where international and regional expertise were gathered to discuss clinical experiences and developing methods in place to assist children that have been abused in the context of the Internet. The meeting was held in late May 2006 and the report in English from the meeting is due in late August. 
In connection with the expert meeting, an open conference was organised in Stockholm for child professionals. The conference was a co-operation between the WGCC, the Swedish Children’s Welfare Foundation and the Stockholm County Council training division. Approximately 80 professionals participated in the conference. 

The International Centre for Missing and Exploited Children, the ICMEC, and the Internet Hotline Association of Europe, the INHOPE, have jointly organised focus group meetings in countries in Europe where there has up to date been little activity regarding the fight against abusive and illegal images on the Internet and relating to safety for children on the Internet. At the focus group organised in Vilnius, with participants from Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Ukraine and Poland, the WGCC through the Head of Children’s Unit moderated the morning discussion. The WGCC was also consulted as to whom to invite to the meeting. 

Child Friendly Forensic Investigations
The Icelandic presidency to the CBSS had as one of its priorities to support the cooperation on children at risk and to promote the development and cooperation of child friendly forensic investigations of children. The Barnahus in Iceland was also one of the topics discussed and presented at the joint WGCC and CSO meeting held in Reykjavik in May 2006. The Icelandic Ministry of Social Affairs and the Icelandic Agency for Child Protection, in cooperation with the WGCC organised the expert meeting on child friendly forensic investigations. The meeting gathered experts from all member countries except Finland, Russia and Latvia. As an example from an observer country, Scotland was also represented at the meeting. A full report from the meeting is published on the child centre web site. 
B: Unaccompanied and trafficked children.

The programme on unaccompanied and trafficked children include all the eleven member countries to the CBSS. Ukraine, Belarus and Moldova have from the start been invited to participate in the technical implementation and cooperation and have agreed to do so. In July 2006 12 of the 14 countries involved in the cooperation have appointed National Contact Points. Germany and Russia have not. The appointed National Contact Points are published on the Childcentre web site. The plan of action was adopted at the WGCC meeting in May 2004
. 
Baltic Sea Region Comprehensive Assistance to Children Victims of Trafficking: BSR CACVT

Training Programme

As one outcome of the expert meeting on assistance to children and young pesons victims of trafficking held in Kiev in April 2005, the training programme for professionals assisting young persons was developed. The programme was successfully submitted to the EU Daphne programme. Partners in the programme are apart from the WGCC, the Swedish Agency for Institutional Care, Tartu Child Support Centre in Estonia, PRO-ECPAT and University of Zielona Gora in Poland and NGO Child House in Lithuania. As from February 1st 2006 the programme is running. The 1st meeting of the steering group was held in February 2006 in Tartu. In order to include countries outside of EU in the training programme, funding from the Oakk foundation and from Save the Children have been secured. Through this funding, Russia, Ukraine, Belarus and Latvia will also be able to participate in the project. 

Meetings with stakeholders in countries participating in the BSR CACVT

A training programme like the BSR CACVT needs to be placed in a national and regional context in order not to be just a training programme for the professionals participating. In order to disseminate fully what the programme entails and what the trainees will discuss, different actors need to be fully informed on the programme content. Passive dissemination like posting information on the web site is not sufficient, as information is abundant and most organisations, governmental and non-governmental need to screen information in order not to be overloaded. The BSR CACVT includes a dissemination plan, in which the National Contact Points, the National Coordinators and the members of the WGCC all form important nodes. The National Contact Point needs to be fully aware of who the national trainees are in order to draw on their expertise when looking for solutions in the individual cases he or she deals with. The National Coordinator needs to be up to speed with the content and how the training will be received in the professional community in the countries. The National Coordinator is also the person usually in contact with the NGOs working to assist children and young persons. The WGCC member likewise is a third node of importance, making certain that the ministry responsible for children’s issues in the country is properly informed about the efforts. As the programme consists also of a national follow up, a one day seminar after each international training event, at which the stakeholders in the different countries will meet in order for the trainees to present the content of the training and also discuss with colleagues how this can best be put to use in the national context. In the four countries involved in the initial project, Sweden, Estonia, Lithuania and Poland contacts with the different stakeholders are being dealt with by the coordinating organisations. In Sweden the Swedish governmental agency for institutional care has organised a meeting where NGOs, governmental agencies and involved ministries have discussed how best to use the BSR CACVT project in the Swedish context. Similar meetings have been held in the other countries. 
For Russia, Latvia, Belarus, Ukraine and Moldova however, not being involved as partners in the original project the networking between involved ministries, governmental agencies and NGOs has not been there from the start. In the cases of Latvia, Belarus, Ukraine and Moldova there is no National Coordinator and in Latvia, Belarus, Ukraine and Moldova, no WGCC member. It has therefore been judged as important that the WGCC pay visits to these countries, making certain the different stakeholders and organisations meet and all receive the same information. The participation of the five countries in the training programme is made possible through funding from the Oak Foundation and from Save the Children Sweden and at the visits to the countries, representatives from the funding agencies have been present. Contacts and meetings have been arranged with NGOs, with UNICEF, IOM and other representatives from international and regional organisations involved in the fight against trafficking. The meetings have included joint meetings with NGOs and representatives from the ministries involved, in many cases increasing contacts between the civil society and representatives from the ministries. This has led to a transparent process where the selection of participating professionals has been made a joint task.
Documentation project

The Daphne funding from the EU will also enable the WGCC to commission a researcher to undertake a study of cases of trafficking of young persons in the region. The study is to include case reports of how children and young persons are assisted in the region when recognised as victims of trafficking. 

3rd Meeting of National Contact Points

The WGCC in cooperation with the Lithuanian Ministry of the Interior and with support from the Norwegian Ministry of Children and Equality organised the 3rd meeting of the National Contact Points for Unaccompanied and Trafficked Children. The meeting was a joint meeting with the National Coordinators participating. At the meeting the participating NCPs and NCs were given information on regional programmes and activities implemented both by governmental, inter-governmental and Non-governmental organisations. One important topic for the meeting was to give the NCPs full insight and information into the Baltic Sea Region Comprehensive Assistance to Children Victims of Trafficking. The training programme was thoroughly presented as was the documentation project. The meeting also discussed obstacles for the smooth flow of information between the NCPs and decided upon a list of conclusions that should make the cooperation run smoother in the future. The report from the meeting is published on the Childcentre web site. 
Nordic Baltic Task Force Against Trafficking in Human Beings
The WGCC and the Nordic Baltic Task Force Against Trafficking in Human Beings have cooperated closely in the last year. At the 3rd meeting of National Contact Points the Task Force gave a presentation both of its work in general and more specifically on the new Pilot Project that will be implemented in the 8 countries in the cooperation promoting support mechanisms for women trafficked for the purpose of sexual exploitation. The WGCC was also invited to moderate the morning session at the Conference on regional organisations and their work fighting trafficking organised by the Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs and the Task Force. The Task Force’s mandate expires in August 2006 but some of the activities will continue, most likely coordinated from the CBSS secretariat and in continuing close cooperation with the WGCC activities. 
C: Street children and children without a family

During this year there have been no activities specifically linked to children in the street.
D: The rights of children in institutions and in other forms of protection.

Expert meeting: Support to Boys and Girls Leaving Institutions

Following up on the ministerial meeting where the ministers responsible for children’s issues mandated the WGCC to develop the cooperation on children in institutions, the WGCC in cooperation with the Russian Ministry of Ecucation and Science, the Russian Agency for Education and the Yaroslavl Youth Information Centre an expert meeting on support to boys and girls leaving institutions. The meeting gathered some 30 experts, researchers, practitioners and policy makers from institutions, universities and NGOs. The meeting resulted in a number of recommendations on the subject. A report from the meeting is due to be published. 
Plans for Conference

The WGCC has asked the incoming Swedish presidency to the CBSS to host a conference on the rights of children in institutional care and has received a positive response to this. The conference is now being planned using the outcome of the expert meeting in Yaroslavl as one background. A paper has also been commissioned from an international expert, Mr Nigel Cantwell. Furthermore another expert meeting to inform the conference will be held in Oslo, on the invitation of the Norwegian Ministry for Children and Equality. This meeting will develop more the current knowledge around monitoring of institutions and how the monitoring may include the international conventions and recommendations. 
E: Young offenders and self-destructive behaviour of children.

Regularly updating posting of reports and presentations on the issue of young offenders. 

Children at Risk within the CBSS structure

The Children’s Unit is one of three separate units within the secretariat of the CBSS. The Working Group for Cooperation on Children at Risk, the WGCC, is in the structure of the CBSS and the annual report is given to the CSO. The work of the WGCC has been duly recognised by the CSO and other CBSS structures during the year. On one occasion has the WGCC made a presentation to the CSO and on another occasion the WGCC and the CSO had a joint meeting. 

The WGCC looks forward to increasing flow of information between the different regional bodies within the CBSS structure and outside of the structure.

Participation of the WGCC in other major events

(For events organised by the WGCC, please refer to page 4).
2005
25th of August Linköping, Sweden. Conference celebrating the 10th anniversary of the BUP Elefanten outpatient clinic at University Hospital in Linköping. 
9th to 11th of September Berlin. East and Central European Training Institute organised by International Society for the Prevention of Child Neglect and Abuse. (ISPCAN) Keynote speaker. 

11th to 14th of September Berlin. Conference: International Association for the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect had it’s 10th European Conference. The CBSS cooperation on children at risk presented at a seminar. 

22nd of September Luleå, Sweden. Conference on the Sexual Exploitation of Children in Sweden organised by the Swedisch Children’s Welfare Foundation commissioned by the Swedish Ministry for Social Affairs. Key note address on the programme on Unaccompanied and Trafficked Children in the Baltic Sea Region.

27th of September, Riga: Presentation on the work of the WGCC and the Children’s Unit at a hearing of parliamentary committees.

30th of September, Linköping, Sweden: Participation in the inauguration of the first Swedish “Barnahus” initiative including festive lunch with HRH Queen Silvia of Sweden at the castle of Linköping.

12th of October, Gothenburg, Sweden: Conference on Sexual Exploitation of Children in Sweden. Key note address on the programme on Unaccompanied and Trafficked Children in the Baltic Sea Region. 

13th of October, Stockholm: Short introduction of the work of the WGCC and the Children’s Unit to the WGDI.

20th to 21st of October, Berlin: Conference: “Raising Children Without Violence” organised by on the 5th anniversary of the German law against corporal punishment of children.

9th of November Malmö, Sweden. Conference on Sexual Exploitation of Children in Sweden. Key note address on the programme on Unaccompanied and Trafficked Children in the Baltic Sea Region. 
2nd of December Tartu, Estonia. Keynote address at the 10th anniversary conference of the Tartu Child Support Centre. 

8th – 9th of December Berlin. Keynote address at the Expert meeting organised by the ECPAT Europe Group developing a training manual for police and social workers training on trafficking of children. 

10th of December Stockholm. Presentation of the regional work combating trafficking in children at Amnesty International Human Rights Day. 

2006
20th of January Stockholm. Discussion with the WGDI on cooperation between the WGDI and the WGCC on the conference on the rights of children in institutions. 

16th of February: Stockholm. Conference. Lecture at the seminar on trafficking “Child trafficking and its consequences” to Swedish prosecutors and judges. 

20th of February: Stockholm. Conference. Moderating the discussion at the regional launch of the Separated Children in Europe and UNHCR guidelines on “Best practices regarding Unaccompanied Children”. 

28th of March Copenhagen. Conference “Child Online Victimisation” 

3rd of April Linköping, Sweden. Joint visit to Barnahus in Linköping. Project leader Ms Elisabet Kjellander, Psychologist Lena Banck and the Barnahus team. Meeting with Linköping deputy Maybo Ms Birgitta Ståhl Öcklinger. Entire secretariat. 

6th  – 7th of April Brussels. Conference. Daphne II conference for all projects accepted for funding. 

22nd  – 24th of May Strasbourg. 1st Meeting of the Committee of Experts on the Protection of Children Against Sexual Exploitation and Abuse. 
20th of June Stockholm. Presentation to the group of US students visiting Scandinavia within the Danish International Study Programme: “Regional Cooperation on the Protection of Children from Violence and Abuse”.
26th of June Riga. Meeting with Latvian NGOs hosted by the NCM office in Riga. Regional cooperation to support children and young persons victims of trafficking.
Stockholm in October 2006
� The plan of action can be accessed at � HYPERLINK "http://www.childcentre.info/projects/traffickin/dbaFile11217.html" ��http://www.childcentre.info/projects/traffickin/dbaFile11217.html�


� For a full description of the training programme, please go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.childcentre.info/projects/traffickin/dbaFile13240.html" ��http://www.childcentre.info/projects/traffickin/dbaFile13240.html� 
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